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Important Announcements  
For those who watch services on Live-Stream  

during the Coronavirus Pandemic 
 

 

Maintaining Piety when Worshiping at Home: The best way to get the most out of this temporary set-up is to 

keep things in your household as regular as possible: 

• Print the bulletin or use your hymnals 

• Dress like you would dress for church 

• Stand when we stand, sit when we sit 

• Sing along with the hymns 

• Watch at the live time, Sunday morning, setting it aside as first priority instead of looking for whatever 

time is most convenient for you 

• Limit the distractions, toys, and tech so that the time is truly "sacred" (set-apart) for Christ and His means 

of grace 

These ideas can help you focus on the Service of the Word and will also help you prevent bad habits from 

developing during our temporary suspension of Divine Services. 
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 † Rorate Coeli ~ The Fourth Sunday in Advent † 
December 18, 2022 

 

Preacher:  Pr. Steven C. Briel                

Liturgists: Pr. Matthew V. Moss and Pastor Matthew P. Johnson 
Kantor:    Dr. Katie Moss 
Special Note for the Live Stream:  Because the Absolution and Communion are sacramental acts that require the in-person 
interaction of penitent & pastor and communicant & pastor, we will not Live Stream those portions of the Divine Service.  If you 

desire a more detailed explanation of the status of the controversies in Christianity and the LCMS around these acts that have 

led us to this decision on this practice, your pastors are more than willing to discuss it with you. 

 
357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery. Refrain 

 

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: French, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 19:1, 4–6; antiphon: Isaiah 45:8a 

Shower, O heavens, | from above,* 

 and let the clouds rain down | righteousness; 

let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit;* 

 let the earth cause them | both to sprout. 

The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,* 

 and the sky above proclaims his | handiwork. 

Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end | of the world.* 

 In them he has set a tent | for the sun, 

which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his | chamber,* 

 and, like a strong man, runs its | course with joy. 

Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the | end of them,* 

 and there is nothing hidden | from its heat. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Shower, O heavens, | from above,* 

 and let the clouds rain down | righteousness; 

let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit;* 

 let the earth cause them | both to sprout. 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us down may be 

quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

  

 
  

 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 18:15–19 
 15“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brothers—it is to him you 

shall listen— 16just as you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me 

not hear again the voice of the LORD my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.’ 17And the LORD said to me, ‘They 

are right in what they have spoken. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will 

put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 19And whoever will not listen to my 

words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him.’” 

  



Page 6 of 13 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Psalm 145:18, 21 

The LORD is near to all who | call on him,* 

 to all who call on | him in truth. 

My mouth will speak the praise | of the LORD,* 

 and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and | ever. 

 

Epistle Philippians 4:4–7 
 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at 

hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 

be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds 

in Christ Jesus. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 1:19–28 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

  

 
  

 19This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 
20He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you 

Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22So they said to him, “Who are you? We 

need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice of one crying 

out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 

 24(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the 

Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not 

know, 27even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28These things took place in 

Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Sit 
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346 When All the World Was Cursed 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883–1965, alt. 
Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629–1701 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003065 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon:  "Christmas Isn't All About You . . . Or Is It?"  (John 1:19-28) 
 

Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
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     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
Following the prayers, the Live Stream ends and the Service of the Sacrament begins. 
 
Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001  

by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

 

 

 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 

Members who are sick and in need of healing and comfort— Rick Bymark, Lynn Slauson, Pam Linton (daughter of LaVerne & 

Arlene Bagne), Ilene Shepherd, Joyce O’Hern, Barb Grambart, Harlan Peterson, Tony Stadler, Ryan Fish, Shirley Bjorgan, Renaye Day, 

Toya Fish, Lorena Remer, and Judie Berreau.  Our Lord Jesus, who reached out to heal and comfort the sick and dying, continues to 

reach out with His healing Word through us.  Cards, phone calls, and prayers are always appreciated.  If you know of someone who is 

sick or hospitalized, please inform your pastors.  
 

Our homebound members are Dale Avenson, John Barrett, Lorrayne Conley, Leona Cook, Sue Erickson, Wes Grambart, Joyce 

O’Hern, Mark Pruhs, Lorena Remer, Amy Schalo, and Ilene Shepherd. 
 

All those serving in our Armed Forces— Agena Christophersen (Arizona), Emily Giefer (Georgia), Kevin Mazurowski (Alaska), 

Nathan Mazurowski (South Korea), Isak Preus (North Carolina), Brian Pruhs (Oklahoma), Joseph Radintz (home), and Danny Schilling 

(home). 
 

Those who have lost loved ones during the past year— the family of Audrey Hansen, Kim Heinen & family (at the loss of her mother 

Cheryl Tschaekofske), Arlene Rogge & family (at the loss of her aunt Merney Ankrom), the family of Bob Abraham, the family of Troy 

Miest, church member Julie Anderson & family (at the loss of her aunt/Godmother Louise Hennen), the family of James Bjorgan (father 

of Leah Johnson), Ray Kaiser & family (at the loss of his mother Angie Kaiser), Shirley Bjorgan & family (at the loss of her brother 

Anton Roggemann), Katie Moss & family (at the loss of her aunt Emily Rogers), Cory Olson & family (at the loss of his grandmother 

Ann Olson), Leland Baldwin & family (at the loss of his brother LaVern), Maria Koosman & family (at the loss of her father Joseph 

Betthauser), the family of Inez Koehler, the family of John Brooks Archer, Christine Wood & Ruth Kulberg and their families (at the 

loss of their father Rev. Marvin Blaske), Stephanie Thompson & family (at the loss Matt’s brother Justin Thompson), and Melvin Haag 

& family (at the loss of his brother George Haag, Jr.). 
 

And we remember those who have recently lost loved ones— Mark Ellinger & family (at the loss of his father Melvin Ellinger), the 

family of Mavis Kalk, LuAn Schutte & family (at the loss of her mother Marion Holmes), church member Julie Anderson & family (at 

the loss of her cousin Scott Levin), and Jamie Peterson & family (at the loss of her aunt Janet Johnson). 
 

All expecting families and their unborn children— especially Carrie & Dave Weigman, and Stephanie & Noah Heidorn.  If you 

would like to announce your pregnancy to the Church that we might pray for you, please contact one of our pastors.  
 

 

 

THIS WEEK:  The congregations in our circuit are praying for Concordia Theological Seminary (Fort Wayne, IN) and Concordia 

Seminary (St. Louis, MO). 

 
PRAYING FOR OUR CHURCH & SCHOOL:  This week we pray for Congregational President Steve Kruse & Congregational 

Secretary Jamie Radintz, and also for our Kindergarten Teacher Anna Fuhrman. 
 

 
† Announcements † 

 

 

SPECIAL FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK:  21 — St. Thomas, Apostle.  
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SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY- Join us in between services as we study the book of 2 Samuel.  This great book is filled with examples of 

sin and forgiveness, God's power and rule in both His kingdom of grace and the kingdom of power (earthly authorities).   

December 18       2 Sam. 13:23-39 – Absalom’s Revenge 

December 25       No Adult Bible Study 
 

TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY:  Pastor Moss welcomes students of the Word to walk together through The Book of Psalms.  We are going 

in order from Psalm 1 to 150 no matter how many years it takes!  It will be available on Facebook Live at the St. John’s Facebook page 

each week, every Tuesday at 9am. 

December 20- Psalm 21: "Celebrating the Strength of Yahweh" 
 

PREPARING FOR NEXT SUNDAY:  Parents with hands full in the pews on Sunday morning sometimes need a little time with the 

texts in the week leading up to a Service.  People new to Lutheranism sometimes need more context to the Service.  Some members 

simply look for more in-depth study of the appointed readings.  We encourage you to follow Issues, Etc. on your podcasting App or at 

their website, especially using Pastor David Peterson’s “Looking Ahead to Sunday Morning (the 1-Year Lectionary)”.  Next Sunday 

December 25th you will hear:  Exodus 40:17-21, 34-38, Titus 3:4-7, and John 1:1-14. 
 

 

THE SERVICE OF INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION is available this month by appointment only.  Take 

advantage of this opportunity to hear God’s Word of forgiveness spoken to you individually in Jesus’ Name.  “If we confess our sins, 

God, who is faithful and just, will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  (1 John 1:9) 

 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK… Sunday, December 11th:  Total 262 CM 189 

                                                 Wednesday, December 14th:  Total   73 

   

2022 MISSION PROGRAMS:  St. John’s currently supports the following mission programs:  Synod, Soldiers of the Cross, and that 

of Rev. Dr. Daniel Jastram and Rev. P.A. Charles Richard-Wokoma.  Please note:  Any contributions to missions other than these four 

options at this time will be divided between these currently supported programs.  May God bless you for your generosity! 

  

FINANCIAL UPDATE (June-November 2022): 

Year-to-Date budgeted operating revenue: $836K  

Year-to-Date actual operating revenue:      $812K  

Projected full year deficit: -$117K (-$74K budgeted deficit) 

For more details on financials, contact Business Manager Sam Kuphal. 
 

 

POINSETTIAS:  The Altar Guild is providing an opportunity for members of St. John’s to purchase a festive poinsettia for the holiday 

season.  The poinsettia will be used to decorate the Church during the Christmas services, and then can be picked-up and enjoyed by 

you at your home.  A Poinsettia order form was placed in the member mailboxes in the narthex, and extra forms are also available.  

Please complete and return the form if you wish to purchase a poinsettia.  The deadline is TODAY Sunday, December 18th.  The Altar 

Guild is also seeking financial donations for the two evergreen trees.  If you wish to donate towards the Christmas trees, it would be 

greatly appreciated. 

 

FESTIVAL CHRISTMAS CHOIR:  You're invited to join the choir as we prepare for the Christmas season!  One more rehearsal will 

be THIS Wednesday, December 21st, from 6:00-6:50pm in the music room.  We will sing Saturday at the 3:00pm Christmas Eve service 

and Sunday at the 10:00am Christmas Day service.  Please contact Katie Moss for more information. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  The Christmas Program is TODAY Sunday December 18th during the 10:30 service; the children will be proudly 

reciting and singing.  We invite you to enjoy their performance, and to participate in the Cookie and Ornament Decorating to follow. 
 

Christmas treat bags will be handed out at all Christmas Eve services.  If you would like to donate items, please contact Erika Rossow. 

- No Sunday School- December 25 and January 1 

- Volunteers needed starting January 8th 

 

Fellowship Committee: 
CHRISTMAS COOKIE DECORATING:  You are invited to join the Christmas Cookie Decorating and Fellowship event following 

the Church’s Christmas Program held during the 10:30am divine service TODAY Sunday December 18th.  There will be Cookies and 

Crafts for the kids to decorate!  We will provide snacks, coffee and lemonade. 

 

SAFETY TEAM:  Christmas Eve Parking…In anticipation of large attendance, the parking lot on the east side of County Road 101 

will be open for the 3:00 and 5:00 Christmas Eve services ONLY.  Door #3 will be open at 2:30 on Christmas Eve and the Safety Team 

will assist members using the crosswalk during both services.  
 

The 101 lot and door #3 will remain closed/locked during all other services.  Please contact Kevin Pomerenke or Ted Schmidt with 

questions. 
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ST. JOHN’S GALA:  HUGE thank you to the Gala Committee team members, volunteers, donors and attendees at the Gala, “Give 

Joyfully”.  We pray that God will be glorified through this event, and all thanks to Him!  We are ecstatic to announce that the event 

raised more than $75,000!   
 

If you attended the Gala at Rush Creek, please check that the coat you wore home is yours.  We have a guest that is missing her coat, 

and there’s a similar coat in a different size, that was left at Rush Creek.  We wonder if someone took her coat mistakenly?  Please reach 

out to Liz Glock if you have a coat that was mistakenly switched on leaving the venue after the Gala, or have any questions related to 

this year’s event. 

 

OFFERING ENVELOPES:  The boxes of offering envelopes for 2023 have been placed in the church mailboxes.  Be aware the 

renumbering is year-specific, so please stop using and discard your 2022 envelopes after December 25th, and kindly begin using the 

new envelopes effective January 1st and thereafter.  Contact church secretary Ruth if you need assistance. 

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK:  (December 18–December 24)  Sunday- Lisa Carroll/Paisley Hamilton/Winston Kent/Ernest 
Koehler,  Monday- …, Tuesday- Gina Bussing/Tadd Parris,  Wednesday- Saul Gaffaney,  Thursday- Evan Orth, Friday- Kyle 
Christopher,  Saturday- David Dufault/Andrew Heinen 
 

 

PLANNING TO STOP IN Please call the office first as we would appreciate notice of your arrival; this helps us coordinate and better 

accommodate your visit.  Normal office hours are 7:30am – 3:30pm, Mon - Fri, Aug 29th, 2022 - May 25th, 2023.                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                              763-420-2426 (secretary@stjlutheran.org) 
 

 
 

 
Schedule of Upcoming Services 

 

Wednesday, December 21st – 7:00 P.M. 

Evening Prayer for the Feast of Saint Thomas, the Apostle 
 

Saturday, December 24th – 3:00 P.M. & 5:00 P.M. 

Christmas Eve Lessons & Carols 
 

Saturday, December 24th – 11:00 P.M. 

Christmas Midnight Divine Service 

Holy Communion celebrated 
 

Sunday, December 25th – 10:00 A.M. 

Christmas Day Divine Service 

Holy Communion celebrated 
 

Sunday, January 1st – 8:00 A.M. & 10:30 A.M. 

The Feast of the Circumcision & Naming of Our Lord Jesus 

Divine Services, Holy Communion celebrated 
 

Sunday, January 1st – 9:30 A.M. 

Special Topic Bible Study 

& Annual St. John’s Wine Exchange 
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